The Promise and Law is a fundamental part of the Scout
Method.
It bonds all Scouting members in Australia under a single
commitment. All members promise to live by the same
Scout Law, and share the same values of respect, doing
what is right, and believing in ones self. This personal
commitment also serves to unify members of Scouting.

Regardless of the variation chosen, the Promise requires
members to do their best, to be open to the exploration of
their own and others’ belief systems, appreciate the impact
the community, our country and world has on us, and in
turn, what we can do for them, and to live by the agreed
values contained in the Scout Law.
This is most commonly made or reaffirmed during
ceremonies and presentations.

Promise and Law

In Australia, we have two variations of the Promise.

The Scout Law is based on the values that
Australians, Scouting and non-Scouting,
consider important to our communities.
The heading statements are inspired by the
three core principles of Scouting – Duty to
God, Duty to others and Duty to self.

To appreciate the Promise and Law on a
weekly basis, please start by considering the
following questions:

The Law is used by all members of Scouting.
Younger members will focus on the three
key headings of the Scout Law, while all
members of Scouting from the age of 11
onwards will use the additional statements
in their entirety. During their Scouting
journey, a youth member’s understanding of
the Promise and Law will evolve and come
to mean more and more .

• When did we last reflect on our activities
and experiences at the end of a program,
activity or event? Did we think about the
world and people around us, and not just
ourselves?
• What have I learned about my own or
other people’s beliefs recently? How
have I contributed to respecting our
differences?
• How have I done my best, in Scouting
and in my daily life, since I last stopped
to consider my actions? Do I need to be
reminded to stop and reflect, or have I
made it a part of my routine?
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