
Richard Harold Smith (born 18 March 1944) is an 
Australian entrepreneur and aviator.[1] He is the founder 
of Dick Smith Electronics, Australian Geographic and Dick 
Smith Foods. Smith has had a long interest in aviation 
and holds a number of world records in the field. A 
major philanthropist, he supports a number of charities 
and conservation efforts.

Mr Smith joined the 1st East Roseville Scout Group as a 
Wolf Cub in 1952, aged 8 and later as a Boy Scout and 
Rover until 1967, earning the Baden-Powell Award in 
1966.

‘I have been charmed by good fortune to be born in 
Australia in the 1940s. I have lived through a time of 
great prosperity and every day I am reminded of my 
good luck.’

Dick Smith is a remarkable and proud Australian. He has been part of our national 
consciousness for over fifty years as an innovative and astute businessman, a ground-breaking 
adventurer, a generous philanthropist and a provocateur for the causes he feels deeply about. 
Yet, despite his great successes and achievements, Dick has remained down to earth and 
close to his roots.

So how did the young boy who was one of the most academically hopeless in class become 
the national living treasure he is today? And what was it within that kid with a speech 
impediment that allowed him to create three successful businesses, and take on some of 
the world’s greatest and most dangerous aviation challenges?

In My Adventurous Life, Dick shares his inspiring story and the lessons he’s learned about 
staying true to yourself. He has welcomed the freedoms that wealth brings, but has found 
the simple life more fulfilling. His responsibility is to the world and the people we share it with.
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